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THE JUBILEE CHURCHES OF THE DIOCESE OF MALOLOS FOR 
THE 500 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE PHILIPPINES 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 

It is a grace that among the many places of pilgrimage designated in the 
Philippines to become jubilee churches for the 500 years of Christianity in the Philippines, 
the most number in any local Church is found in our very own Diocese of Malolos. This 
was a pastoral request made by our bishop, His Excellency, Most Reverend Dennis C. 
Villarojo, D.D. as we celebrated the jubilee amidst the restrictions brought by the COVID-
19 pandemic. By having 30 parishes across the Diocese designated as jubilee churches, 
pilgrims from near and far places could come to receive the gift of the jubilee’s plenary 
indulgence through having a spirit detached from sin, saying a prayer for the Holy 
Father, going to Confession, and receiving Holy Communion  
 

The following are the churches blessed to be pilgrimage sites for the jubilee in the 
Diocese:  
 
I. WESTERN DISTRICT 
 
A.) VICARIATE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION (MALOLOS) 
 
1.) Immaculate Conception Parish Cathedral and Minor Basilica (Malolos City) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1580, the parish of Malolos became the center of the 
province of Bulacan when the town was declared the capital of the First Republic of the 
Philippines in 1898 and as the capital of the province of Bulacan in 1901. The Cathedral 
of the Diocese of Malolos, was elevated into a Minor Basilica during the closing of the 
Centennial Year of the Republic of the Philippines in 1999, and has its venerated image 
La Virgen Inmaculada Concepción de Malolos pontifically crowned during the opening 
of the Diocese’s Golden Jubilee in 2012. 
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2.) Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish - Barásoain Church (Malolos City) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1859, the parish of Barásoain under the advocacy of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel became renowned as the venue for the historic seat of the 
Congress of the First Philippine Republic. The church was designated as national 
landmark by President Ferdinand E. Marcos, Sr. in 1973 and is home to the Museo 
Diocesano de Malolos.  
 
3.) Diocesan Shrine and Parish of Nuestra Señora de la Asunción (Bulakan, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1578, the parish of Bulakan under the advocacy of Our 
Lady of the Assumption is the first Marian parish in the Central Luzon region and the 
oldest parish named after this Marian title in the Philippines. Because of the historical 
importance of this church as an architectural wonder and as a home of Filipino heroes 
and pious devotions such as the pabasa of the Pasyong Mahal of Fr. Mariano Pilapil and 
Flores de Maria of Fr. Mariano Sevilla, it was recognized as an Important Cultural Property 
in 2017 and as a diocesan shrine with an episcopally crowned Marian image in 2020. 
 
B.) VICARIATE OF ST. ANNE (HAGONOY) 
 
4.) National Shrine and Parish of St. Anne (Hagonoy, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1581, the parish of Hagonoy under the advocacy of St. 
Anne, mother of the Virgin Mary was the second oldest parish named after this saint in 
the Philippines. Because of the fervent devotion to St. Anne and the recognition of 
Hagonoy as a Levitical town due to its many priest-sons, the parish became the first 
diocesan shrine to be declared in the Diocese in 1989 and became the second church in 
the Diocese to be declared a national shrine in 1991.  
 
5.) St. James the Apostle Parish (Paombong, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1639, the parish of Paombong under the advocacy of St. 
James the Greater is the mother parish of this small riverine town that became famous as 
the “vinegar capital of the Philippines”. The parish houses a number of murals from 
famous Bulakeño painter Jose “Celing” Marasigan. 
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C.) VICARIATE OF ST. JAMES THE GREATER (PLARIDEL) 
 
6.) St. James the Apostle Parish (Plaridel, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1602, the parish of Plaridel under the advocacy of St. 
James the Greater was considered one of the main parishes along the river route of the 
Rio Grande de Pampanga and was formerly known as the town of Quingua. The parish 
is recognized for its Moorish architectural style, and was one of the sites of the Battle of 
Quingua during the Philippine-American War of 1899. 
 
7.) Diocesan Shrine and Parish of St. John the Baptist (Calumpit, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1572, the parish of Calumpit under the advocacy of St. 
John the Baptist is the oldest parish in the province of Bulacan and the primary site of 
evangelization of the Augustinians in Northern Luzon. Because of the church’s historical 
importance and the expression of devotion to their patron through the “Libad” fluvial 
procession, the parish was declared a diocesan shrine in 2013 after the closing of the 
Diocese’s Golden Jubilee. 
 
8.) Diocesan Shrine and Parish of San Isidro Labrador (Pulilan, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1749, the parish of Pulilan under the advocacy of St. 
Isidore the Farmer is the mother parish of the town formerly called “San Isidro” or 
“Buenavista”. This church became famous for the annual celebrations of the “Kneeling 
Carabao” Festival held every May 14 and 15 and was declared a diocesan shrine in 2020.  
 
9.) St. Ildephonse of Toledo Parish (Guiguinto, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1607, the parish of Guiguinto under the advocacy of St. 
Ildephonse of Toledo is the mother parish of the town. Although continuously re-
annexed to Bulakan and Bigaa (Balagtas) during the Spanish colonial period, the parish 
became independent later on and became known as the parish of the gateway town to 
the heart of Bulacan province. 
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II. EASTERN DISTRICT 
 
A.) VICARIATE OF ST. MARTIN OF TOURS (BOCAUE) 
 
10.) Diocesan Shrine of Mahal na Poong Krus sa Wawa - St. Martin of Tours Parish 
(Bocaue, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Franciscans in 1606, the parish of Bocaue under the advocacy of St. 
Martin of Tours is the mother parish of the town. Because of the fervent devotions to the 
Holy Cross formally called “Krus sa Wawa” founded in 1850 and celebrated every July 
through a river festival and the Marian image “Nuestra Señora de las Flores” celebrated 
every May, the parish was declared a diocesan shrine in 2008 and its Marian image 
episcopally crowned in 2020. 
 
11.) St. Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr Parish (Balagtas, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1596, the parish of Balagtas under the advocacy of St. 
Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr is the mother parish of the town. Later on, This church is 
considered as one of the oldest parishes dedicated to the holy deacon-martyr in the 
Philippines. 
 
12.) St. Michael the Archangel Parish (Marilao, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Franciscans in 1796, the parish of Marilao under the advocacy of St. 
Michael the Archangel is the mother parish of the town dedicated to the archangel, a 
devotion near the heart of St. Francis of Assisi. The parish also houses a unique Marian 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary as Nuestra Señora de Divina Gracia (Our Lady of 
Divine Grace) celebrated every May and on July 23. 
 
13.) National Shrine and Parish of the Divine Mercy (Marilao, Bulacan) 
 
Founded as a parish in Barrio Santa Rosa II of Marilao town in 1992, it is the only church 
dedicated to the Divine Mercy in the Diocese and was developed to become a pilgrimage 
site. In 2002, the parish became the third church in the Diocese to be declared a national 
shrine and is home to various facilities dedicated to Polish saints and a 100-foot image of 
Christ, the Divine Mercy.  
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B.) VICARIATE OF LA PURISIMA CONCEPCIÓN (SANTA MARÍA) 
 
14.) Minor Basilica and Parish of La Purísima Concepción (Santa María, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Franciscans in 1792, the parish of Santa María under the advocacy of La 
Purísima Concepción is the mother parish of the town. Because of the church’s 
architectural grandeur and the fervent devotion to the patroness celebrated every 
February, the Marian image was episcopally crowned in 2018 and pontifically crowned 
in 2020 and its church was elevated into a minor basilica in 2021. 
 
15.) Diocesan Shrine and Quasi-Parish of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist and Grace 
(Santa María, Bulacan) 
 
Founded as an oratory in Barrio San Vicente of Santa María town through the aid of Br. 
Carmelo V. Cortez in 1994 and was formally donated to the Diocese of Malolos as the 
Mother of Eucharist and Grace House of Prayer. It was declared a diocesan shrine in 2006 
under the administration of Sto. Niño Parish – Parada and later on of the Immaculate 
Conception Major Seminary Father until it was formally created as a quasi-parish and 
given its Rector and Priest-in-charge in 2021. 
 
16.) Immaculate Conception Parish (Pandi, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Franciscans in 1874 after separating Pandi and Santa María as “Santa 
María de Pandi”, the parish of Pandi under the advocacy of the Immaculate Conception 
is the mother parish of the town. This is the parish of the town that became famous 
because of the foundation of the Republic of Kakarong de Sili and battle that ensued there 
in 1897, which was considered the first historic manifestation of republicanism in the 
Philippines.  
 
17.) St. Andrew the Apostle Parish (Norzagaray, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1787, the parish of Norzagaray under the advocacy of 
St. Andrew the Apostle is the mother parish of the town formerly known as Casay. Later 
on, the town was renamed after the Spanish Governor-General Fernándo Norzagaray 
who approved its separation from Angat in 1860 and thus also separating St. Andrew as 
a parish covering the territory near the Sierra Madre mountains.  
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C.) VICARIATE OF SAN ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER (SAN JOSÉ DEL MONTE) 
 
18.) St. Joseph the Worker Parish (City of San José del Monte) 
 
Founded by the Franciscans in 1751, the parish of San José del Monte under the advocacy 
of its namesake, San José Obrero (St. Joseph the Worker) is the mother parish of the town. 
This parish is at the center of the largest city in Bulacan province and the largest vicariate 
of the Diocese of Malolos. 
 
III. NORTHERN DISTRICT 
 
A.) VICARIATE OF ST. AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO (BALIUAG) 
 
19.) St. Augustine Parish (Baliuag, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1733, the parish of Baliuag under the advocacy of St. 
Augustine of Hippo, father of the Order of St. Augustine, is the mother parish of the 
town. The parish became renowned for hosting the longest Good Friday procession in 
the Philippines and its Marian image La Purísima Concepción or “Mahal na Birhen sa 
Patio” was episcopally crowned in 2021.  
 
20.) Sto. Niño Parish (Bustos, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1867, the parish of Sto. Niño was separated from Baliuag 
after a tragic death of infants and families who drowned while crossing the river to the 
town, prompting Bustos to become a separate town and parish dedicated to the Holy 
Child. The parish’s territory is home to a number of charitable institutions for children, 
the sick, and the elderly in the Diocese of Malolos. 
 
21.) St. Monica Parish (Angat, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1683, the parish of Angat under the advocacy of St. 
Monica, mother of St. Augustine, is the mother parish of the town. It is famous for being 
one the best-preserved churches in Bulacan province and houses ceiling paintings 
replicating the murals of the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican painted by notable Filipino 
painters Rene Robles who initiated the project in 1998 and finished by Jess Robles in 2002. 
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22.) St. John of God Parish (San Rafael, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians as a mission in 1570, the parish of San Rafael was placed 
under the advocacy of St. John of God, the patron of the Brothers Hospitallers who owned 
the town’s territory, formerly known as the Hacienda Buenavista until a formal 
establishment of the church as a parish was made in 1863. The church is a historic site as 
the venue of the Battle of San Rafael between Spanish forces and Filipino revolutionaries 
in 1896 and promotes a twofold devotion to St. John of God and St. Raphael the 
Archangel.  
 
23.) Nuestra Señora de Lourdes Parish (Doña Remedios Trinidad, Bulacan) 
 
Founded as the mother parish of the youngest town of Bulacan province named Doña 
Remedios Trinidad in 2000 during the Great Jubilee Year. It was placed under the 
advocacy of Our Lady of Lourdes and covers a large section of the town with missions 
for the indigenous peoples or Dumagats gathered in communities in the mountains. 
 
 
B.) VICARIATE OF ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL (SAN MIGUEL) 
 
24.) Diocesan Shrine and Parish of San Miguel Arcangel (San Miguel, Bulacan) 
 
Founded by the Augustinians in 1725, the parish of San Miguel, under the advocacy of 
its namesake St. Michael the Archangel is the mother parish of the town. The parish is 
unique for its belfry attached atop the façade pediment and is one of the most preserved 
churches the town in the Diocese and was recognized as a diocesan shrine in 2021.  
 
25.) San Ildefonso de Toledo Parish (San Ildefonso, Bulacan) 
 
Founded as a mission for Indio priests in 1809, the parish of San Ildefonso under the 
advocacy of its namesake St. Ildephonsus of Toledo is the mother parish of the town 
formerly named Bulak. The town was renamed San Ildefonso on behalf of the saint and 
of King Alfonso XII of Spain and its parish is unique as one of the old Gothic-style 
churches in the province of Bulacan.  
 
26.) Diocesan Shrine and Parish of Sagrado Corazon de Jesús (San Rafael, Bulacan) 
 
Founded in 1935 as a parish of Barrio Cruz na Daan in San Rafael town, it is the oldest 
parish in Bulacan dedicated to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. Due to fervent devotion to 
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the Sacred Heart especially of devotees from the Northern District of the Diocese, the 
parish was declared a diocesan shrine in the Great Jubilee Year 2000.  
 
IV. SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
 
A.) VICARIATE OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI (MEYCAUAYAN) 
 
27.) St. Francis of Assisi Parish (Meycauayan City) 
 
Founded in 1578, the parish of Meycauayan under the advocacy of St. Francis of Assisi is 
the primary site of evangelization of the Franciscans north of Manila. It was considered 
as one of the best churches built by the Franciscans in the Philippines. Although affected 
by floods and was damaged by fires and a bombing during the Second World War, the 
parish is one of the primary heritage churches of the Diocese of Malolos. 
 
28.) National Shrine of Nuestra Señora de la Inmaculada Concepción de Salambao - 
San Pascual Baylon Parish (Obando, Bulacan) 
 
Founded in 1754 by the Franciscans, the parish of Obando under the advocacy of St. 
Paschal Baylon with a special devotion to St. Claire of Assisi is the mother parish of the 
coastal town. With the discovery of the image of Our Lady of Salambao in the Manila Bay 
and its enthronement in Obando’s church in 1763, the church became a pilgrimage site 
with veneration to the three patrons with couples seeking the grace of children through 
the Obando fertility rites held every May 17 to 19 by which it was recognized through the 
episcopal coronation of its Marian image in 2004, the declaration of its church as a 
diocesan shrine in 2007 and its elevation as the fourth national shrine in the Diocese in 
2022. 
 
B.) VICARIATE OF ST. DIDACUS OF ALCALA (VALENZUELA) 
 
29.) San Diego de Alcala Parish (Valenzuela City) 
 
Founded in 1623 by the Franciscans, the parish of Valenzuela’s old town center under the 
advocacy of San Diego de Alcala is the mother parish of the city formerly known as Polo, 
a town of Bulacan that was later renamed Valenzuela after Filipino revolutionary leader 
Pío Valenzuela and was moved as a component city of Metropolitan Manila in 1975. 
Although bombed during the Second World War, the church’s belfry remained standing 
as ruins with a new church being built in its place.  
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30.) Parish of the National Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima (Valenzuela City) 
 
Founded in 1961, the second parish to be established in Valenzuela City is one of the first 
parishes in the Philippines dedicated to the Virgin Mary as Our Lady of Fatima. This 
church became a midpoint of this Marian devotion in the Diocese of Malolos and the 
country as it was declared the first national shrine in the Diocese in 1976, becoming the 
home of the National Pilgrim Image of Our Lady of Fatima – the same image used during 
the 1986 EDSA People Power Revolution – since 1999, and having this image episcopally 
crowned during the Centennial celebration of the Fatima apparitions in 2017.  
 
Viva, La Virgen Inmaculada Concepción de Malolos! 
 
Written by: 
Kendrick Ivan B. Panganiban, S.Th.L., DCSC Research Team 
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